
MINUTES OF THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS OF THE 
WEST MICHIGAN ASSOCIATION OF HEALTH UNDERWRITERS 

 
 
The Board of Directors of the West Michigan Association of Health Underwriters 
held a Board Meeting on March 1, 2017 via conference call. Members present 
were: 
 
 PRESENT: 
 
  President     EJ Pearson 

Past President   Dave Cluley  
  President Elect   Kyle Miller 
  Secretary    Matt Graves 
  Executive Secretary   Mary Kay Townley 
  Board Trustee   Troy Duimstra 
  Board Trustee   Brandon Erhart 
  Board Trustee   Dominic Siciliano 
 
 ABSENT: 
 
  Treasurer    Krista Davis  
  Board Trustee   Tammy Healey  
  Board Trustee   Toni Sperlbaum 
  Board Trustee   Ed Walter 
  Board Trustee   Jeff Werner 
 
  
EJ Pearson called the meeting to order at 11:05 AM.  
 
Secretary’s Report: Kyle will email the minutes to the board members. 
 
Treasurer’s Report: No report.  
 
Awards: Dave Cluley reported on chapter certification. At this point, he has 
enough information to submit for gold certification. He was hoping to send in the 
Strategic Plan. Mary Kay will email the Strategic Planning Meeting Minutes to EJ. 
The Strategic Plan needs to be posted on our website. The deadline for the 
Website Award is April 5. 
 
CapCon: EJ reported that it was a great event. Brandon Erhart attended for the 
first time and he reported the following: he has turned into a political junkie since 
his return; something different about being in Washington, DC; Speakers & 
General Sessions were great – relevant, showed you behind the scenes; he 
would definitely go again. EJ asked that everyone get their receipts turned in. 
 



EJ reported that Krista Davis had $138.77 of expenses above what MAHU paid 
for. It was reported that we are currently under budget for CapCon. Kyle Miller 
made a motion to cover any expenses that weren’t covered by MAHU. Troy 
Duimstra seconded the motion. The motion carried. 
 
Expo/Symposium: EJ reported that we are currently at 140 attendees not 
including exhibitors or board members. EJ asked us to do a final push to get 
attendees. The committee will meet tomorrow and will send out a list of 
attendees so that calls can be made to those that aren’t currently registered. EJ 
also reported that Howard is working on negotiating some additional exhibitors. 
Troy reported that BCBSM came on as a Treasure Island Sponsor for $2,500.00 
and UNUM has come on as a Tropicana Sponsor. Troy reported that Varipro is 
sponsoring at a $5,000.00 sponsorship level. EJ stated that it has been difficult to 
get sponsorships this year. There will be further discussion on why this is the 
case after this year’s Expo. 
 
Membership/Retention: Dominic Siciliano reported that he sent an email to Jen 
Fowler about renewing her membership. He reported that he met with Michele 
Howard last week. He will be working with EJ on a membership drive. Dominic 
reported that our success in the past was due to strong membership chairs and 
people needed to be members to attend the meetings. We also need to have 
strong programs and we need consistency. Brandon reported that we changed 
up the programming to see if we could draw more people. It was also changed 
based on survey results that stated some preferred breakfast meetings and some 
preferred lunch meetings. Dave Cluley suggested getting members cell phone 
numbers to send out reminders. EJ reported that a survey will also be done at 
the Expo. EJ feels that there is not currently a perceived value for membership. 
Dominic reported that Michele Howard would like to come and help us with 
membership. EJ reported that we may have her come to the next board meeting 
or at least EJ and Dominic will meet with her.  
 
Legislative: Matt Graves gave a legislative update that included the following:  
CMS is allowing small group plans to renew through 2018; Tom Price as HHS 
secretary; He reported on the leaked GOP Bill and stated that there is division 
among the Republicans; Capping Employer exclusion; Repeal of the Cadillac 
Tax; Repeals over the counter HSA’s and HRA accounts. From the regional call, 
he reported the following: We’ll see a lot more in the next 4 – 6 weeks; Supreme 
Court confirmations. Reminder that March 7 & 8 will be our Professional 
Development and Legislative Day in Lansing. Matt encouraged everyone to get 
registered for this event. He also reported on information regarding the Medicaid 
expansion. Matt will be speaking at the Expo – giving a Recap on CapCon and 
talking about the value of our membership. 
 
Programs: Brandon Erhart reported that our April meeting will be at the 
Knickerbocker and the topic will be Pharmacy updates; Other upcoming topics 
will include Hospice of Michigan, Medicare Summit will be held later in the fall, 



and Grand Valley Health Plan on corporate wellness. Dave Cluley said we 
should look at some of the awards as it relates to our programs. Dave and 
Brandon will meet to look at this. 
 
Media Relations: EJ reported on a meeting he had with Dave regarding Media 
relations. He would like to hit up some of the TV stations to gain more exposure. 
He’s also looking at some more print opportunities. If anyone has any thoughts 
on exposure, please contact EJ. Matt suggested looking into having our meetings 
added to the Business Journal calendar of events. 
 
Other Business: Troy reported that Drew VanDyke is interested in membership 
and serving on a committee. Troy will follow up with him to see where his 
interests are and forward this information to the board. 
 
Adjournment:  There being no further business, Troy Duimstra made a motion 
to adjourn. Dominic Siciliano seconded the motion. The motion carried and the 
meeting was adjourned at 12:04.   
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Mary Kay Townley 
 


